The SOLYMES or PISIDIANS

Mounts Solymes near the Taurus, province of Karaman. On the Catalane map of 1375 the inhabitants of this Turkish province had the David’s star on their flag.
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/62/1375_abraham_cresques_bnf_02_mediterrani_oriental_.jpg
FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, Against Apion, Book I, chapter XXVI

“248 However Solymites* made a descent with the polluted Egyptians and treated the inhabitants of Egypt in a manner so cruel and sacrilegious that the domination of those who have come before them seemed to have been a golden age. 249 For not only they burned cities and villages, and not content to plunder the temples and to mutilate the statues of gods, they continued to use the sanctuaries as kitchens to roast the sacred animals, and they forced the priests and prophets to sacrify and slaughter them, then stripped the men and threw them out. 250 It is said that the Heliopolitan priest who gave them a constitution and laws, was named Osarseph from the name of god Osiris worshiped at Heliopolis, but passing with these people he took the name of Moses. "

-Note : Elsewhere (I, 264) Fl. Josephe called these Solymites « Hierosolymites” as he confounded them with the inhabitants of the city of Jerusalem which did not yet exist before the departure of Hyksos and Hebrews (inhabitants of Avaris) outside of Egypt. (See my article “The Causes of the Hyksos invasion”).
PHOTIUS’ LIBRARY Abstracted from Theopompus “Philippica” :
“176. Pacoris the Egyptian king made alliance with the Pisidians.  The author talks of their country and that of Aspendos  which is close to it.”
Note : The Pisidians, also named Solymes were a barbarous people on the frontier of Cilicia.

TACITUS, “Histories” Book 5
“2. Solymes people are mentioned twice in Iliade (book VI) as “kudalimoi” meaning famous. In Odissey (book V) Mounts Solymes are mentioned but without indication allowing to situate them geographically.
Note : Solymes and Termiles were considered as Semites. But the study of Lycian language showed that it is Anatolian, related to Hittite language where the name Lycian is “trmmil”.
STRABO, Geographia, Book XIV, 3 Lycia :
“9.Then follows Phaselis, a considerable city, with three harbours and a lake. Above are the mountain Solyma and Termessus, a Pisidic city, situated on the defiles, through which there is a pass over the mountain to Milyas…
10. The poet (Homer) distinguishes the Solymi from the Lycians, When he despatches Bellerophon by the king of the Lycians to his second adventure; “‘he encountered the brave Solymi; other writers say that the Lycians were formerly called Solymi, and afterwards Termilæ, from the colonists that accompanied Sarpedon from Crete; and afterwards Lycians, from Lycus the son of Pandion, who, after having been banished from his own country, was admitted by Sarpedon to a share in the government; but their story does not agree with Homer. We prefer the opinion of those who say that the poet called Solymi the people who have now the name of Milyæ, and whom we have mentioned before.”
Note on Lycia : Besides the monuments, medals were found in Lycia: the ones that emblem is usually a lyre and whose legends are Greek belong to the Seleucid era ; other ones which are older, show the characteristics of Lycian inscriptions on stone and almost all wear an emblem called by archaeologists triquetra, and where they wanted to see, sometimes a tripod, sometimes a hook or grapple (trident ?), or something similar to the three legs of men figured on some medals of Selge in Pisidia.
ARRIAN, Anabasis, Book I (Alexander the Great’s wars)
“27. ALEXANDER IN PAMPHYLIA. …He marched away to Perga, and thence set out for Phrygia, his route leading him past the city of Termessus. The people of this city are foreigners, of the Pisidian race, inhabiting a very lofty place, precipitous on every side; and the road to the city is a difficult one. For a mountain stretches from the city as far as the road, where it suddenly stops short; and over against it rises another mountain, no less precipitous. These mountains form gates, as it were, upon the road ; and it is possible for those who occupy these eminences even with a small guard to render the passage impracticable. On this occasion the Termessians had come out in a body, and were occupying both the mountains; seeing which, Alexander ordered the Macedonians to encamp there, armed as they were, imagining that the Termessians would not remain in a body when they saw them bivouacking, but that most of them would withdraw into their city, which was near, leaving upon the mountains only sufficient men to form a guard. And it turned out just as he conjectured; for most of them retired, and only a guard remained. He forthwith took the archers, the regiments of javelin-throwers, and the lighter hoplites, and led them against those who were guarding the pass. When these were attacked with projectiles, they did not stand their ground, but abandoned the position. Alexander then passed through the defile, and encamped near the city. 

28. OPERATIONS IN PISIDIA.  While he was there, ambassadors came to him from the Selgians, who are also Pisidian barbarians, inhabiting a large city, and being warlike. Because they happened to be inveterate enemies to the Termessians they had despatched this embassy to Alexander, to treat for his friendship. He made a treaty with them, and from this time found them faithful allies in all his proceedings. Despairing of being able to capture Termessus without a great loss of time, he marched on to Sagalassus. This was also a large city, inhabited likewise by Pisidians; and though all the Pisidians are warlike, the men of this city were deemed the most so. “
Note : Pisidia was a region of ancient Asia Minor, north of Lycia and Paphlagonia, between Lycaonia at north-east, Phrygia at northwest and Cilicia at east. It contained the Isauria in its northern part. It was a fertile and prosperous country. Capital: Antioch (in Pisidia); Major cities, Selge, Sagalassus and Telmissus. The Pisidians, warlike, looters, remained a long time independent. Only Romans managed to tame them. After Theodosius, they became a province of the diocese of Asia, in the Eastern Empire.
PRISCIAN, Panegyric to emperor Anastasius
Placed once at the pinnacle of happiness, and believing that prosperity has no bounds, they (the Solymi) relied on Earth some impious monuments of pain ; they grieved families of kidnap and the fury of rapt ;  everybody seemed to us equal for the worst outrages; nor dignities, nor age could defend anyone; law, the firmest support of empires were overthrown, violence reigned alone in the world. Then these perverse enjoyed collecting the price for their crimes : judgments obtained under duress condemned the just ; as the right, without power, kept only a sterile name, he remained in the empire only a mere shadow of equity. Even the humble poverty could not protectt anyone; poverty, which is always a protection in the time of cupid kings, it was punished for not being able to meet the rapacity of every day and was exposed to more serious dangers than opulence rich of its large treasures and its heavy metals ; because the body who had nothing to let them, they tortured him in iron chains, they severely tortured him under the lash. 

Don’t Greece more extol his Bellerophon, who defeated the Solymi to let the war start again. Suddenly our master (emperor Anastasius) subdued them by his successful weapons, in order their rebellion is now impossible. This is an advantage that Servilius, the best of the leaders, who earned for its glorious achievements against these people, the name Isauricus, could not assure himself to the Latins. Neither gold, nor the strength of numerous weapons, nor fortresses built on high rocky cliffs, nor the cities provided with so solid walls that not any vanquisher could take them, nothing will save them from death and from the deserved wrath of the prince. Failing in their vain hopes, they occupied all the fortresses, they never found enough secure retirement, and brandishing their spears from the rocks where they were closely confined, they extended their destinies ; but the hunger they endured, worse than the most cruel death, did more damage among these losers than the others plagues ; and their hearts, hungry of the whole world, died crushed by famine.
STRABO, Geographia, Book XIV, 5 Cilicia
7. At the extremity of the Taurus is Olympus, a mountain which was the ancient lair of the pirat Zenicetus, and a fortress of the same name. It commands a view on the whole land of Lycia, Pamphylia, and Pisidia. When the mountain was taken by (Servilius) Isauricus, Zenicetus burnt himself, with all his household. To this robber belonged Corycus, Phaselis, and many strongholds in Pamphylia,  all of which were taken by (Servilius) Isauricus.

Note : Isauria, an ancient region of Asia Minor was located between Phrygia to the  north, Lycaonia to the east, Cilicia-Trachea to the south and Pisidia to the West. Its capital was Isaure. The indomitable inhabitants of this small mountainous country located in Taurus, were only imperfectly submitted to Persians, to Alexander and to his successors. Their capital was taken in 76 B.C.  by the Roman general Servilius Vatia, who was nicknamed lsauricus. But they were only completely submitted to Rome under the rule of Probus. The Isaurians, all-powerful under Zeno, the predecessor of Anastasius, were reported by their innumerable cruelties and atrocities. Driven from Constantinople in 492 by Anastasius, they took up arms against him, and after six years of war, they were completely defeated in 497 A.D.
STRABO, Geographia Book XII, chapter 6 : Isauria
4. For being in possession of Antiocheia near Pisidia, and the country as far as Apollonias, near Apameia Cibotus, some parts of the Paroreia, and Lycaonia, he (Amyntas) attempted to exterminate the Cilicians and Pisidians, who descended from the Taurus and overran this district, which belonged to the Phrygians and Cilicians (Lycaonians). He razed also many fortresses, which before this time were considered impregna ble, among which was Cremna, but he did not attempt to take by storm Sandalium, situated between Cremna and Sagalassus.

5. Cremna is occupied by a Roman colony. Sagalassus is under the command of the same Roman governor, to whom all the kingdom of Amyntas is subject. It is distant from Apameia a day's journey, having a descent of nearly 30 stadia from the fortress. It has the name also of Selgessus. It was taken by Alexander. 

Amyntas made himself master of Cremna and passed into the country of the Homonadeis (Amonians ?), who were supposed to be the most difficult to reduce of all the tribes. He had already got into his power most of their strong-holds, and had killed the tyrant himself, when he was taken prisoner by an artifice of the wife of the tyrant, whom he had killed, and was put to death by the people. Cyrinius (Quirinus) reduced them by famine and took four thousand men prisoners, whom he settled as inhabitants in the neighbouring cities, but he left no person in the country in the prime of life. 

Among the heights of Taurus, and in the midst of rocks and precipices for the most part inaccessible, is a hollow and fertile plain divided into several valleys. The inhabitants cultivate this plain, but live among the overhanging heights of the mountains, or in caves. They are for the most part armed, and accustomed to make incursions into the country of other tribes, their own being protected by mountains, which serve as a rampart. 
Chapter 7. Pisidia :

2. Artemidorus says that Selge, Sagalassus, Petnelissus, Adada, Tymbrias, Cremna, Pityassus, (Tityassus?) Amblada, Anabura, Sinda, Aarassus, Tarbassus, Termessus, are cities of the Pisidians. Of these some are entirely among the mountains, others extend on each side even as far as the country at the foot of the mountains, and reach to Pamphylia and Milyas, and border on Phrygians, Lydians, and Carians, all of whom are disposed to peace, although situated to the north. 

The Pamphylians, who partake much of the character of the Cilician nation, do not altogether abstain from predatory enterprises, nor permit the people on the confines to live in peace, although they occupy the southern parts of the country at the foot of Taurus. 
All these testimonies of ancient writers on the Taurus people are obviously  posterior by a millennium to the time of the Hyksos in Egypt, but there is no reason to believe that the character of  their ancestors was different ...
They probably dug the subterraneous cities of Anatolia such as Derinkuyu.
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 In 1963, an inhabitant of Derinkuyu in the region of Cappadocia (Central Anatolia, Turkey), when broking a wall in the basement of his house discovered a mysterious room he had never viewed. This room opened into another one which opened into another one, and so on...
 
It was the underground city of Derinkuyu, which levels had been dug by Hittites* circa 1400 B.C. 
 
*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hittites









Archaeologists began to study this fascinating subterraneous city. They reached forty meters below the ground level but the lowest level is supposed to be at eighty–five meters underground.

  At present, twenty levels were discovered but only eight levels can be visited. The other ones are partly blocked or reserved to archaeologists and anthropologists who continue to study the city.

























  The city was used as a shelter by thousands of people who lived in caves to be protected from frequent invasions of Cappadocia. It was also a refuge for early Christian people.

 

 The enemies knowing the danger was underground tried to kill the hidden people by poisoning their water wells from the surface.













 The inner structure of the city was amazing : the subterraneous galleries of Derinkuyu (which could accommodate at least 10,000 people) could be closed in three strategic places by moving big circular stone doors impeding enemies to enter the city. These heavy stones had a diameter of 1 to 1,5 meter of height, about 50 cm of thickness and a weight of near 500 kilos.





 These heavy doors allowed to securely close the galleries and isolate the inhabitants from invaders.







 Moreover, Derinkuyu had a tunnel long of near 8 kilometers which led to  Kaymakli, another subterraneous city of Cappadocia. 















 Xenophon, a Greek historian, has told about the subterraneous cities of this area. In his book Anabasis (reporting Alexander the Great’s conquests), he explained that Anatolian people had dug their houses under the ground and lived in apartments big enough to contain their families, their cattle and their foods stored in big warehouses.











In the restored levels, they found dining rooms, a church (20 x 9 meters with a height of more than 3 meters), kitchens (blackened by smoke from fires lit for cooking), warehouses for wine, oil and petrol, numerous classrooms and even a bar.





 The city was supplied by a subterraneous river. There were also water wells and fifty-two ventilation shafts which stupefied modern engineers.











THE END
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Derinkuyu, Underground City





