SUMMARY

At the entrance of the Fayum basin, the funeral city of Sesostris II in Kahun: Comparison with the ancient descriptions of the Egyptian Labyrinth.

The Egyptian Labyrinth was differently referred by ancient historians, as to a tomb, a huge mortuary temple, a great ceremonial palace and administrative centre. At the end of the 19th century archaeologists as LEPSIUS, then PETRIE, after investigating a few remains of walls close to the Hawara pyramid, proposed that a great funerary complex adjacent to the south side of the Amenemhat III’s pyramid could correspond to the descriptions of the Labyrinth. However, in 1970 HAYES suggested that the so‑called Labyrinth of Hawara might be a pyramid city like that of Sesostris II in Kahun whilst his colleague LLOYD (who disagreed with him) emphasised that Kahun could be easily supplied by convenient waterways, whereas such a city in Hawara had been difficult to provision.

The funerary city of Kahun was excavated by PETRIE in 1890 and 1891 (before he was interested in Hawara). As to us, after considering the particular geographical location and the very special architectural characteristics of the "great houses" of Kahun, we wished to demonstrate here that this huge palatial complex was really the Egyptian Labyrinth. As a matter of fact, the important administrative functions of the city, became the administrative center of Egypt under the reign of Sesostris III, are proved by many texts of the Kahun hieratic papyri, and confirmed by the concomitant abundance of clay impressions of seals found by PETRIE on the ground of the ruins. 

By the fact, PETRIE in Kahun had been the first discoverer of the Egyptian Labyrinth without being aware of it.

