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2nd Part :  THE ASIATIC OCCUPATION IN THE DELTA : 

HEBREW COLONISTS AND HYKSOS PHARAOHS

by Therese Ghembaza

“The desert is throughout the country:
a foreign tribe came from outside into Egypt..."

The Admonitions of Ipuwer (3:1)

Several authors [PETRIE, 1891; WEILL, 1953; HABACHI, 1954; VAN SETERS, 1966] already defended the thesis of a pacific immigration of first Asiatic people in the Nile Delta. Then, as said in Exodus (1:7) «The sons of Jacob proliferated and became extremely strong, the country was replete of them". This appears in the execration texts which began to flourish from the second half of the Twelfth Dynasty [ALT, 1959; EDGERTON, 1960; POSENER, 1966], and also in numerous papyri of Kahun which date on the Thirteenth Dynasty [GRIFFITHS, 1898; VAN SETERS, 1966]. Similarly, the Ipuwer’s Admonitions, finally replaced in the Second Intermediate Period [VAN SETERS, 1964], specify that "Foreigners became a people everywhere" (Adm 1: 9), "Egyptians became strangers in the North" (Adm 3: 2) and "Aamou became clever in the works of the Delta." That it is to say the nomadic Bedouins have little by little become sedentary farmers wholly adapted to their new environment. Excavations in the site of Tell Daba (Avaris) confirmed the growth of the Asiatic population east of the Delta from the end of the Thirteenth Dynasty [ BIETAK, 1996].

On the other hand, from this time the Egyptian language began to undergo profound changes with the gradual assimilation of terms of Semitic origin. And some drift in the use of Egyptian vocabulary [COUYAT, 1912] led to the formation of the Late Egyptian as early as the beginning of the New Kingdom.

In fact Raymond Weil [Weill, 1953] was the first to recognize in the Ipuwer’s Admonitions a description of the dissolution of the royal power in the Hyksos era. Indeed, after the disappearance of the last kings of the Twelfth Dynasty and the ephemeral reign of a queen quickly ousted from power by a usurper, a long period of internal strife generating anarchy installed in Egypt.

Without detailing the careful studies conducted by Egyptologists about the numerous kings of the Second Intermediate Period (including certainly many high priests and local potentates [GARDINER, 1950; HAYES, 1955]), we can now propose a simplified outline of the main factions which disputed the supreme power and shared the Egyptian territory during this troubled period.
I. The main factions in opposition

1. The Asiatics in the Delta 
As demonstrated by the numerous papyri found in Kahun [GRIFFITH, 1898] dating from the reign of Amenemhat III, the Delta and the Fayum oasis already swarmed of Asiatics. After three or four generations, the descendants of the tribe of Iabish and other immigrants arrived in their wake seem to have multiplied as Bible says (Genesis 1:7). Reduced to virtual slavery during the reign of Amenemhat III [HAYES, 1955, Posen, 1957], they have benefited from the chaos that followed the disappearance of the last member of the Twelfth Dynasty to free themselves by destroying documents showing their dependence on their Egyptian masters (Adm. 6: 7-8). Become without government they could not escape from internal dissension and promoted the entry in Egypt of a Syrian ruler with a troop of Anatolian mercenaries powerfully armed who subjugated them roughly [Dawson, 1949]. This event took place during the reign of Titoumaïos according to Manetho, reported by Flavius Josephus (Against Apion, Book I, 73-90). This Egyptian king was supposed to be Djedneferre Dedumose of the end of the Thirteenth Dynasty [BARSANTI, 1908] but without real proof. After being firmly entrenched in Avaris, his stronghold of the Eastern Delta, the Syrian ruler constantly tried to extend his domination toward South.
2) The princes of the Fayum (Thirteenth Dynasty : 1785-1652 B.C. ?)

As for the princes of the Fayum, relatives of the pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty who continued to live for a while in the North [WEILL, 1953], we can probably identify them with the Sobekhotep family of the Thirteenth Dynasty, the crocodile god Sobek being the main divinity honored in the Fayum oasis. They were probably a lineage of high priests in the temples of the funeral cities of Kahun and Hawara. Nevertheless, their influence limited most of the time to Lower and Middle Egypt, though in a first time they had probably for allies the princes of Hermopolis [ANTHES, 1928] who were related to them by marriages with royal princesses (the mother of the nomarch Thothotep, wife of Kay, named Satkheperka was probably a daughter of Sesostris II) [NEWBERRY, 1898].

  But after the progression of Syrians towards the South, the princes of Fayum driven out from the North had then to withdraw to Upper Egypt, as testified by the site of Semnutawi field of Sobek, close to Gebelein south of Thebes. From this time, in position of weakness the principal applicants to the succession of the Twelve Dynasty were constrained to ally by marriage with the prince lineages of the South, who were then in their turn confronted with the increasing aggressiveness of the occupant of the North.
3) The princes of Lower Nubia
Because of the fast ousting of Queen Sobeknefroure who marked the end of the Twelfth Dynasty, we can think that another branch of the family had firstly claimed to the throne as early as the death of Amenemhat IV. It was the lineage of the Sekhemre, probably distant cousins of the Sobekhotep, resulting from a younger branch of Twelfth Dynasty that Sesostris III had installed into Lower Nubia as governors of the fortresses of Semneh and Mirgissa (the first one being called Sekhem-kakaoure and the second Sekhem-Senousret) [SÄVE-SODERBERGH, 1941]. In fact, the sovereignty of the first two successors of the Twelfth Dynasty, Pharaohs Sekhemre Khoutaoui and Sekhemkare, was exerted mainly on the eight nomes of Upper Egypt located between Elephantine and Abydos [WEILL, 1953]. But especially the fact that they were in competition on their southern border with princes of Kush (become again independent since one or two generations), was making soon these latter providential allies for the occupant of the North.
4) The princes of Thebes (XVIIth Dynasty) :
According to Raymond WEILL (WEILL, 1953), the first two “usurpers” who had taken the power in Kahun, Sekhemre koutaoui and Sekhemkare, undoubtedly came from Lower Nubia and did not reign more than 25 years on Egypt. Finally the Sobekhotep had taken again the power on the Middle and Upper Egypt (Thirteenth Dynasty), but after their rout in front of the Asiatic invader, it was a lineage of Theban princes claiming to be the heirs of pharaohs of the Eleventh Dynasty, who soon recovered the throne with the secrecy hope to reunify one day the country, like their ancestors the Antef’s and Montuhotep’s, had done at the beginning of the Middle Kingdom. Blocked between the Asiatics in the North and the Nubians in the South, the Thebans were unfortunately seeing their zone of influence to narrow little by little like a skin of sorrow. In position of weakness because of the narrowness of their territory, from Elephantine in the South to Neferusi close to Hermopolis in the North [HABACHI, 1972], and finally constrained to pay tribute to the ruler of Avaris, these kings however had the intelligence to ally by marriage with the Sekhemre family then with the Sebekhotep (become Sobekemsaf after their withdrawal in the South). These alliances made possible to lead to a kind of national union against the occupants in the late Twelfth Dynasty.
In spite of the few documents which reached us from this time, it seems indeed that the Theban king Seqenenre Tao (14th sovereign of the Seventeenth Dynasty according to the royal list of Turin, 5th sovereign following the list of Karnak), was constrained to face militarily the Hyksos king Apophis Aaqenenre. The complaint of this latter concerning the mooings of the hippos of Thebes he claimed to hear from more than 900 km [GUNN, 1918]) was probably a parabola where it should be understood that the projects to reconquer the North by a certain Theban party had come up to him. The Syrian king could have made a pun in Egyptian with the word “deb” meaning hippo, a nickname given to the inhabitants of the town of Waset (Thebes), because these animals were very numerous over there
. 
According to the papyrus Sallier I [GUNN, 1918] the Theban king had begun by offering to pay a more important tribute to the occupant in order to ensure peace, but his mummy showing deep wounds in the head appears to mean that he was finally assassinated or killed in fight by treachery, because he had been struck on ground. At this time prince Kamose, step-son of Seqenenre (whom Queen Ah-hotep had given birth long before their marriage), had to exert the power during about thirteen years, because Ahmose the son of the defunct pharaoh (and half-brother of Kamose) was only five years old when his father died (according to an ancient and deformed tradition reported by Flavius Josephus (C.A. I, 245-247) quoting Manetho.
II. The problem of the origin of the Hyksos kings
One can, indeed, think that if Kamose could not be crowned king of Upper and Lower Egypt although he was the eldest of his half-brother Ahmose 5ONLY ( YEARS6OLD, the reason was that he was not the son of the dead pharaoh (See the tale of the “Conflict between Horus and Seth”).

Lastly, we cannot approach this obscure period of Egypt history, without considering the origin of the term “Hyksos”, employed by Greeks authors to designate the occupants of the North. 
Thus, even if the Asiatics of the Delta were mainly descendants of the “heka khase Iabish”, prince of the mountainous country of Iabish arrived in Egypt with all his Bedouin tribe in the 6th year of the reign of Sesostris II, we must consider that the Egyptian expression “heka khasout” (become hyksos in greek) is asserted for the Asiatics Anather, Iakebher and Semken, as well for the pharaohs Aawserre Apophis and Sewserenre Khyan, without their geographical origin being more precisely defined [WEILL, 1918]. It is known however that the term was already employed under the Eleventh Dynasty to qualify Nubian princes and under the Twelfth Dynasty for the princes of Syria-Phoenicia in the famous tale of Sinuhe.
However, Flavius Josephus (C.A. I, 248) reports it was Solymites who caused the most devastation in Egypt. They were probably employed as mercenaries in the Syrian army when the Syrians were asked to help by a population of leprous Asiatics sent to work in careers of the desert by Egyptians who wanted to get rid of them.
Flavius Josephus named also the newcomers “Ierosolymites” as inhabitants of the city of Jerusalem (C.A. I, 264, 296), whereas he said also that this city was founded only after the exit of the occupants of the Delta out of Egypt (C.A. I, 311). It is thus important to understand that these Solymites did not come from Jerusalem but they correspond to the Solymes of Greeks (Homer, Iliad VI, 184) some ferocious people dwelling in the Taurus Mounts of Cilicia (current Turkish area of Konya), who were reputed for their looting and murderous raids. They were undoubtedly related to Hurrians who had spread in North Syria during the first half of the 2nd millenium [WARD, 1961]. Later called Pisidians and Isaurians and known for their cruelty and exactions without a number, they were definitively destroyed by the Byzantine emperor Anastase I in 497 A.D.
Also Photius in his Library, quoting Theopompus, reported that “Pacoris
 king of Egypt made a league with the Pisides”. In fact, these warriors had been employed as mercenaries in the Hyksos armies as suggested by the declaration of Queen Hatshepsut engraved in Speos Artemidos close to Beni-Hassan in Middle Egypt : “I repaired what had collapsed since the time when Aamou (Asiatics) were in Avaris, inside the Delta, and in the middle of them a horde of bandits destroying everything that have been built.”

As for the name Apopi
 chosen by the ruler of Avaris in order to adopt an Egyptian birth name, it recalls the great snake Apep of the Egyptian pantheon, the main enemy of Re which tried every evening to drink the Nile to prevent the boat of the sun to realize its nightly navigation. We can also imagine that by this symbolic image the Asiatic occupant manifested his intention of appropriating gradually all the Egyptian territory. 

It is however certain that Apophis himself was an Asiatic since in Egyptian texts he is called “prince of Retenu” i.e. Syria [GARDINER, 1916; HABACHI, 1972]. In addition, the heka khasout Khiyan is quoted on a tomb of Byblos as the father of Ianten count de Byblos, with the qualifier of “triumphing” [JEDEJIAN, 1971].
III. A strange mutation inside the XVIIth Dynasty

As for the Seventeenth Dynasty, according to the list of the ancestors of Thuthmose III found in Karnak [GARDINER, 1961], it could have as a founder Sekhem-wakha Rahotep, priest of Min in Coptos, who had finally ascended the throne only after the failure of the previous applicants, the Sekhemre and Sobekhotep/Sebekemsaf, whom they had married daughters. According to the royal list of Turin [GARDINER, 1959] the last direct descendant of this family of composite origin, was Sekhemre shedtawi Sobekemsaf (II), called “the saver of Thebes”, whose successor king Nubkheperre Antef (VII) had married a daughter Queen Sobekemsaf whose title of Khnemet neferhedjet means “the one who married the white crown”. 
After the escape of Nubkheperre Antef to Nubia with all his court (according to Manetho reported by Flavius Josephus C.A. I, 243-247) the new pharaoh of Thebes was Seqenenre Tao, whose father is not mentioned anywhere. Uncommon fact hitherto for Egyptian rulers (but usually practiced later by Ptolemee’s), Seqenenre Tao had married his own sister, Queen Ahhotep, and their common mother, the Great Mother Queen Tetisheri, was the daughter of two Asiatic commoners called Tjenna and Neferou [DARESSY, 1908]. What shows that this new couple of rulers was certainly not genuinely Egyptian
.
It remains to explain how Seqenenre, sovereign of Asiatic origin (his name of reign being even remarkably close to that of the Hyksos ruler Apophis Aaqenenre) could succeed to a lineage of Egyptians on the throne of Thebes, without this dynastic change causing major opposition in the country. It is a fact that at this time the situation had never been so perilous in Egypt. Hyksos then controlled the three quarters of the country and Thebans had just show the proof of their military weakness. Apophis waited only the next occasion to make a single bite of the small territory remained under the control of Thebes. The arrival of a providential actor could thus only be welcome.
Our explanation of this sudden intradynastic change that Raymond Weill called a “hiatus” [WEILL, 1918] is based on the testimony of several late authors and on Greek mythology. According to these traditions, Queen Ahhotep, called by the Egyptians “the lady of haw-nebw” (“the lords of the back” or “those who are in the far North”, Hyperboreans for Greeks ?), had been a Phoenician princess, priestess of Hera (the Moon ?) in Argos according to the legend of Io reported by Herodotus (I, 1 - 5). Become pregnant after being raped by her own father, she fled from Greece and took refuge in Egypt where she was welcome by Pharaoh Nubkheperre Antef (VII). Unfortunately this one was soon constrained to exile by the progression of the armies of Apophis towards South. Because according Flavius Josephus quoting Chaeremon (C.A. I, 291-292), “Fearing to face the Asiatic armies, the king of Egypt took refuge precipitately in Nubia with all his court, by giving up his pregnant wife in his escape”
. According to Flavius Josephus, the young woman gave birth to her child hidden in a certain cavern to escape the enemy. This one had been called Messenez (what could correspond to the Egyptian “mes nefer”, literally “born of beauty). At this point in time the grandmother of the baby, Queen Teti-shéri did take the child to his proper son in order to protect him, because her husband, the incestuous father of Ah-hotep, who wanted to kill him for he cannot later rob him of his throne as an oracle had predicted to him.Always according to Flavius Josèphe, the child put at the world by the young woman forced to hide in a cave to escape the enemy, Messenez would have been called, which could correspond to the Egyptian “my nefer”, literally “that which was born from the beauty”. And Ahhotep found the means of recovering the Theban throne by marrying her own brother Seqenenre Tao, perhaps initially with the agreement of the ruler of Avaris Apophis Aaqenenre who was probably their brother or their uncle.
et dont l’un des noms d’horus était Aa-het-to-ti-ré, ce qui pourrait indiquer qu’il était de la même lignée que la reine Téti-schéri (qui pourrait elle-même être à l’origine du terme générique de «Titans» désignant les adversaires de Zeus dans la Théogonie d’Hésiode), celle des fameux Atrides de la tradition grecque, connus dans les archives sous le nom de Hatti, autrement dit les ancêres des Hittites) cités comme commensaux des Hébreux dans le livre de la Genèse (                                                                               ).

According to the radiology of his mummy with the skull horribly mutilated, King Seqenenre Tao died between 35 and 40 years of age after a reign of about thirteen years (probably murdered at the behest of his parent reigning in Avaris). The throne of Thebes was thus again in serious danger; more especially as at the same time the Hyksos king had requested the alliance of Nubians (Kushites) to take into pincers the frail kingdom of Thebes [HABACHI, 1972]. Being again exposed to such a serious danger Queen Ahhotep would then have entrusted the safeguard of the throne to her eldest son Kamose (called Ramesses in Flavius Josephus, C.A. I, 245), reared up in Nubia during thirteen years by King Nubkheperre Antef in exile who had made him his heir. As according to Diodorus (I, 53) the deposed sovereign, in the hope to reconquer one day the throne of Egypt, had intentionally formed his young protege to become a fighting prince, in company of noble boys of the same age, who were going to be his more faithful lieutenants. Called very young (18 years-old ?) to be the Commander in chief of the Egyptian armies, Kamose could assume the supreme power during thirteen years until his half-brother Ahmose, the only son of Seqenenere still alive and still a child when his father died, claims the throne on the day of his majority.
We know that Kamose, the new strong man of the Theban kingdom (“pa heka aâ” the great prince in Egyptian), was not satisfied to dispatch the current businesses. He started by attacking and subjugating the Nubians on their own territory [REDFORD, 1997], then he undertook the reconquest of the North [HABACHI, 1956; HABACHI, 1972; REDFORD, 1997]. Having put in rout the armies of Apophis Aawserre and invested the fortress of Avaris in the third year of his campaign [VIKENTIEV, 1947; SPROCKET-WHEEL, 2008; DESSOUDEIX, 2010], he did not have of cease to consolidate his power on the North. (He could also have been the restorer, if not the builder, of the famous “Wall of the Prince” about which Diodorus spoke (I, 55). 
Although we have no proof that Kamose was still alive after his third year of war, he could have later continued his conquests well beyond the traditional borders of Egypt, according to the accounts of ancient historians (Herodotus, II, 101-106, Diodorus, I, 53-55, Strabo, XVI, 4, 4 and XVII, C790) who report in details the remote conquests of the legendary pharaoh Sesostris-Sesoosis-Seoseres whose late biography was until now considered as a mixture of the warlike exploits of Sesostris I, Sesostris III and Ramses II [OBSOMER, 1989]. So much so that the Arab historian Al Masudi in his book “The Meadows of Gold” (II, 25], compared him to Alexandre the Great and made him campaign as far as China.
IV. ConclusionS
According to the Ipuwer’s Admonitions (6: 7-8), after the disappearance of Twelfth Dynasty the descendants of the tribe of Iabish installed in the Delta had believed to be definitively freed from subjection to their Egyptian masters, but they had unfortunately fallen down in a worse state of slavery under the rule of the Syrian ruler and his barbarous Solymes, they had themselves favored the intrusion in the country. 
Also, in our opinion, the new pharaoh of the Bible “who had not known Joseph” (Exodus : 1: 8) could be only a foreign usurper in Egypt. Besides it is necessary to consider the remark attributed by the biblist (Exodus 1: 9) to the oppressor of Hebrews: " Look,” the Israelites have become far too numerous for us… if war breaks out, they will join those who hate us, fight against us and leave the country”. Indeed, who else could be as hated in Egypt but the terrible Apophis, to fear an Egyptian revolt to which the descendants of the tribe of Iabish, his subjects of the North reduced in slavery, could join? Remained without government since the brutal disappearance of the Twelfth dynasty, the Asiatic communities installed in the Delta had thus been the first victims of the invaders come from Syria and Anatolia. However, if at the Late Period, the hellenized Egyptian historians for a long time did not make the difference between the Hyksos (heka khasout) and the peaceful colonists (Aamou) offspring of the immigrants entered into Egypt under the reign of Sesostris II, one can think however that the members of the tribe of Iabish (Jebusites ? the first inhabitants of Jerusalem according to the Bible) were quite different from the new masters of the Delta. Indeed, the sons of Abraham (Hammurabi the father of Amorites?) according to the Bible originated from Mesopotamia and their descendants were already all impregnated of the civilized manners of the Egyptians, whereas the newcomers were only a horde of plunderers greedy of wealth and domination (even though they tried very early to parry of the traditional pharaonic emblems). This troop of warriors strongly equipped with bronze weapons and chariots pulled by horses certainly had any sorrow to impose their yoke to the population of farmers and minor officers of the pharaonic administration who had welcome them like brothers (Manetho reported by Flavius Josephus C.A. I, 241-248). Apophis have found there an abundant and flexible manpower for the rebuilding of the old fortress dedicated to Seth which was going to become his capital, Hat-waret (Avaris in greek) [HABACHI, 1954a; BIETAK, 1996]. One may wonder besides if it is not at this city that the descendants of the tribe of Iabish residing in the Hyksos capital owe their name of “Ivrim” (Hebrew) in the Torah, this term which can be regarded phonetically as the equivalent of “Avarim” (inhabitants of Avaris) in the Semitic language.
Anyway, as in the fable “The frogs which require a king” the unhappy colonists of the Delta reduced in slavery did not have any other solution but to hope than a savior would rise one day on Egypt to deliver them from the oppressor to whom they had themselves opened the door. But they undoubtedly did not expect that someone of their race will soon reach the highest tops of glory in the name of the Theban throne and that after having fought everyone who bore the name of Asiatic, he will become at the same time their liberator, their spiritual guide, and the federating hero of their clans.
(To be followed in Part III. Kamose of Thebes : The Zeus of Nysa.
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� There could be the origin of the name of Thebes (Θήβαι) given by Greeks to “Waset” the Upper Egypt capital city. 


� Pacoris : From “pa qor” meaning the king in Nubian (the language of the Koushite kings of the 25th Dynasty in Egypt.


� Apopi become Apophis in Greek, Epaphos in the tale of Io.


� But according to the Osirian tradition reported by Plutarch (De Iside and Osiride, 14-19), we can think that the unidentified father of Seqenenre and Ahhotep had reigned on Byblos.


� Ahhotep could have been the second wife of Antef VII, the first one remaining barren (see the legend of Isis and Nephtys). But is impossible to know if Ahhotep had informed the king that she was already pregnant when arriving in Egypt… However the king reared up her son Kamose as his crown prince.





